
Internal floors in dry areas

1. Prepare the floor to remove any  
contaminants liable to impair adhesion.

2. If required, smooth the floor using  
ARDEX FA 10 Fibre Reinforced Levelling 
and Smoothing Renovation Compound 
at a thickness of up to 10mm neat, or up to 
20mm with the inclusion of ARDEX Coarse 
Aggregate. The floor must first be primed 
with ARDEX P 51 Concentrated Primer 
diluted 1:5 on screeds or 1:2 on concrete with 
water and allowed to dry.

4. Grout the joints using ARDEX-FLEX FL 
Flexible Tile Grout. Finish with ARDEX ST Elastic 
Silicone Sealant where required.

CONCRETE OR CEMENT/SAND SCREED

NEW FLOOR TILES

Common Tiling Scenarios - Floors
CONCRETE& CEMENT/SAND SCREED

3. Solid bed fix the tiles to the floor using  
ARDEX X 7 R Rapid Setting Flexible 
Tile Adhesive.



Internal floors in wet areas

1. Prepare the floor to remove any  
contaminants liable to impair adhesion.

2. If required, smooth the floor using  
ARDEX FA 10 Fibre Reinforced Levelling 
and Smoothing Renovation Compound 
at a thickness of up to 10mm neat, or up to 
20mm with the inclusion of ARDEX Coarse 
Aggregate. The floor must first be primed 
with ARDEX P 51 Concentrated Primer 
diluted 1:5 on screeds or 1:2 on concrete with 
water and allowed to dry.

4. Solid bed fix the tiles to the floor 
using ARDEX X 7 R Rapid Setting 
Flexible Tile Adhesive.

5. Grout the joints using ARDEX-FLEX FL Flexible 
Tile Grout. Finish with ARDEX ST Elastic Silicone 
Sealant where required.

CONCRETE OR CEMENT/SAND SCREED

Common Tiling Scenarios - Floors
CONCRETE& CEMENT/SAND SCREED

3. Create a waterproof coating using ARDEX 
WPC Waterproof Protection System.

NEW FLOOR TILES



Internal floors in dry areas

Common Tiling Scenarios - Floors
PLYWOOD

1. Ensure that the subfloor is made of  
suitable flooring grade plywood and is 
secured in accordance with BS 5385.

2. Prime the flooring grade plywood 
using neat ARDEX P51 Concentrated 
Primer and allow to dry.

3. Solid bed fix the tiles to the primed floor 
using ARDEX X 7 R Rapid Setting Flexible 
Tile Adhesive.

PLYWOOD

NEW FLOOR TILES

4. Grout the joints using ARDEX-FLEX FL 
Flexible Tile Grout. Finish with ARDEX ST Elastic 
Silicone Sealant where required.



Internal walls in dry areas

1. Ensure the walls are free of dust  
and any contaminants liable to impair 
adhesion.

2. Fix the tiles to the wall using 
ARDEX X 7 Standard Setting Flexible 
Tile Adhesive.

PLASTERBOARD

Common Tiling Scenarios - Walls
PLASTERBOARD AND PLASTER

3. Grout the joints using ARDEX-FLEX FL 
Flexible Tile Grout. Finish with ARDEX ST 
Elastic Silicone Sealant where required.



Internal walls in wet areas

1. Ensure the walls are free of dust  
and any contaminants liable to impair 
adhesion.

2. Create a waterproof coating using 
ARDEX WPC Waterproof Protection 
System.

PLASTERBOARD

Common Tiling Scenarios - Walls
PLASTERBOARD AND PLASTER

4. Grout the joints using ARDEX-FLEX FL 
Flexible Tile Grout. Finish with ARDEX ST 
Elastic Silicone Sealant where required.

3. Solid bed fix the tiles to the wall using 
ARDEX X 7 Standard Setting Flexible 
Tile Adhesive.



Internal walls in dry areas

PLYWOOD

Common Tiling Scenarios - Walls
PLYWOOD

NOTE: BS 5385 advises that wood based sheets and boards should be avoided if at all possible as a background for tiling. If such boards, e.g. plywood board, chipboard, etc. have to be 
used, they should be restricted to small areas and installed in such a way that they provide a dimensionally stable and rigid background. The backs and edges of such boards should be 
treated against the ingress of atmospheric moisture that would result in movement and warping. Tiles should not bridge joints between boards. Since plywood and other wood based boards 
are not dimensionally stable, they should not be used in wet or damp conditions where they will be subjected to changes in atmospheric humidity. Ceramic tiles should not be used on timber 
based boards in wet areas or external locations. If the above conditions cannot be met, we advise a proprietary tile backer board be fixed and the tiles then fixed and grouted as above.

1. Ensure the plywood is 
secured in accordance with 
BS 5385 (see NOTE below).

2. Prime the plywood 
using neat ARDEX P 51 
Concentrated Primer and 
allow to dry.

3. Fix the tiles to the primed 
wall using ARDEX X 7 R 
Rapid Setting Flexible Tile 
Adhesive mixed to a slump-
free consistency.

4. Grout the joints using ARDEX-FLEX FL 
Flexible Tile Grout. Finish with ARDEX ST 
Elastic Silicone Sealant where required.



Internal walls in wet areas

PLYWOOD

Common Tiling Scenarios - Walls
PLYWOOD

NOTE: BS 5385 advises that wood based sheets and boards should be avoided if at all possible as a background for tiling. If such boards, e.g. plywood board, chipboard, etc. have to be 
used, they should be restricted to small areas and installed in such a way that they provide a dimensionally stable and rigid background. The backs and edges of such boards should be 
treated against the ingress of atmospheric moisture that would result in movement and warping. Tiles should not bridge joints between boards. Since plywood and other wood based boards 
are not dimensionally stable, they should not be used in wet or damp conditions where they will be subjected to changes in atmospheric humidity. Ceramic tiles should not be used on timber 
based boards in wet areas or external locations. If the above conditions cannot be met, we advise a proprietary tile backer board be fixed and the tiles then fixed and grouted as above.

1. Ensure the plywood is 
secured in accordance with 
BS 5385 (see NOTE below).

2. Create a waterproof coating 
using ARDEX WPC Waterproof 
Protection System.

4. Grout the joints using 
ARDEX-FLEX FL Flexible Tile 
Grout. Finish with ARDEX ST 
Elastic Silicone Sealant where 
required.

3. Solid bed fix the tiles to the wall 
using ARDEX X 7 R Rapid Setting 
Flexible Tile Adhesive mixed to a 
slump-free consistency.



External walls

EXTERNAL WALL

PROPRIETARY TILEBACKER BOARD

Common Tiling Scenarios - Walls
EXTERNAL WALLS

1. Install a proprietary tile backing 
board to the external wall as per the 
manufacturer’s instructions.

2. Solid bed fix the tiles to the proprietary 
tile backing board using ARDEX X 7 R Rapid 
Setting Flexible Tile Adhesive mixed to a 
slump-free consistency.

3. Grout the joints using ARDEX-FLEX FL 
Flexible Tile Grout. Finish with ARDEX ST 
Elastic Silicone Sealant where required.




